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the knowledge of nature, studying philosophy, astro-
nomy, and the like ; some practising one way, some
another; some looking up among the stars, others
down among the plants ; some into the microcosm of
man, and practising medicine for the cure of dis-
eases ; some judging of dreams and omens, others of
signs and appearances, and all according to their
several studies, and the several branches of science
which they applied themselves to; but not any sor-
cery or devil-work among them at that time, or for
some hundreds of years after.

But come now to the same country, viz., Egypt;
for here, it seems, the Devil began first to converse
with mankind, or mankind with him rather, in this
familiar manner; I say? come to the same country
at the distance of less than two hundred years, or
thereabout, and there you find the magicians turned
into another sort of people, or rather another sort
of people mixed with them; for when Moses and
Aaron go to Pharaoh to demand the liberty of the
Israelites, and show miracles or signs before him, it
is said Pharaoh sent for the magicians, &c., and
they did the like.

But then let us see how the text distinguishes
the kinds, and you will find it is exactly according
to my present distinction : before, it is said Pharaoh,
sent for the magicians and wise men of Egypt. See
Gen xli. 8. But now the style is changed, as the
people were also, Exod. vii. 11. Pharaoh called the
sorcerers and magicians of Egypt; and see then
how they acted, ver, 22 ; And the magicians did the
same with their enchantments; and the like in se-
veral other places : so that here the magicians and
wise men were of another sort, for they acted by a
diabolical practice, as sorcerers, and dealers with
the Devil; besides, it is everywhere said, they did
it by their enchantments, which we never find so
much as mentioned before; no, nor afterwards
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